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At the Adler Planetarium, the “Deep Space Adventure” show In the new Grainger Sky Theater demonstrates the latest in digitally rendered astronomical imagery.

Homegrown excellence

The year’s biggest news in Chicago — but these were some of 2011’s high-
museum exhibits (non-visual-arts lights:
.category) was by the lakefront, where
the Adler Planetarium unveiled the Grainger Sky Theater, Adler Plane-
long-planned high-tech makeover of tarium: The space temple on Lake
ililcenh-a] dﬁmed theater, tunfxﬂg the A Michigan remade ::1.1'1;}:].]e ml}gmed its
old semi-sphere into a kind of ultimate central hall. Gone is the old Zeiss
man cave — and also, we'll grant you, a STEVE JOHNSON Mark VI “starball,” the sort of giant ant
pretty nice spot for showing visitors Tribune reporter that would project the night sky onto

‘what the universe looks like. Mean-

‘while, the Field Museum added “Restoring Earth,” its

first major permanent exhibit (on a subject riot previ-

ously covered at the museum) in more than a decade.
It remains a recessionary period — meaning in-

stitutions, generally, are leaning more on their own

collections than on the big, expensive traveling shows

the dome. In its place is the screen on
‘which I want to watch the Bulls play for the NBA
championship in June, if the Adler will only allow it.
An a.rra}r of 20 military-grade viid.eo proje;h;@drs, plus
an enveloping sound system, plus a reshaped projec-
tion surface make this into the best big-screen TV
imaginable. The Grainger can show live images —

hence; my Bulls dream — or projected theatrical
programs, like the new one it developed, “Deep Space
Adventure” That show is a splendid showcase for the
very latest in digitally rendered astronomical imagery
— although, on second viewing, the narration by a
fictional alien creature seems potentially confusing
for children. The next question: When does the Pink
Floyd laser light show debut?

“Qutin Chicago,” Ct History N As
part of its series exploring the history of Chicago
neighborhoods and communities, the Lincoln Park
institution debuted a detailed look at homosexuality
in the city. It came up with not only fascinating sto-







